
The Past, Present & Future of
Every Christian

Ephesians 2:1-7



I. The Past of Every Christian.  
(Vv. 1-3)

A. We don’t see a pleasant picture as we look back.

Romans 7:15-17: For what I am doing, I do not understand. For 
what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I 
do.

16If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is 
good.

17But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.

B. We were all dead in trespasses and sins.

“were by nature children of wrath.”  



C. We all walked according to the course of this world and 
were enemies of God.
1 John 2:15-17: Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.
17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever.

Romans 5:12: Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all have sinned.



D. We all were overcome by Satan's influence. 
"The prince of the power of the air." (V. 2)

E. We deserved the wrath of God which awaited us.

John 3:36: He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he 
who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him.” 

John 3:18: “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.



II. The Present state of Every Christian 
(Vv. 4-6)

A. We have the blessed "but God" of salvation:

"But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved)…

Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

BUT GOD! 

BUT GOD!
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.



B. We were dead, but God has made us alive. (Vv.5-6)

By grace you have been saved!  
C. We are seated in heavenly places with Christ.

…made alive with Christ and raised us up together and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus...

V.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ.



III. The Future of Every Christian.
(V.7)

A. The best is yet to come O child of God!

That in the ages to come…  

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the 
most pitiable.  (1 Cor. 15:19)

B. The future ages hold great blessings for believers in Christ.

1 John 3:2: Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet 
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.



C. But, the grace of God was not used up in our salvation.
Romans 5:8, But God demonstrates His own love toward us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Romans 8:32, He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?



Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind but now I see.

Through many dangers, toils and snares,

I have already come.

Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

And grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years,

Bright shining as the sun.

We've no less days to sing God's praise,

Than when we first begun.


